higher plane, and at the same time they may not look quite human, and you 
may well be a little afraid of them. That is all in the order of things.” Be- 
tween the person with whose sufferings we may identify our own, and the 
person whose sufferings are of such an order to compel our respect, to ap- 
pear quintessential, there is a difference. Many times we may find a writer 
saying, perhaps insincerely, that a story has no absolute meaning, that its 
meaning must be determined by the reactions of the person who reads it. 
To this Dinesen will oppose an absolute judgment; the story is outside our 
power to change. It is from this absolutism that the authority of these 
stories rises. We are compelled to decide whether to believe or disbelieve; 
at least our neutrality is gone. They seem to me great stories, some of them, 
by reason of their completeness, by the fact that one remembers clearly not 
only the general shape of the story, but all of. the passages of its develop- 
ment. To Last Tales there has not yet been time to apply this test, yet I 
think that “A Country Tale,” “Copenhagen Season,” “Echoes,” will be pre- 
pared to meet it. “For within our whole universe,” says Cardinal Salviati, 
“the story only has authority to answer that cry of heart of its characters, 
that one cry of heart of each of them: ‘Who am |?’” These are stories pos- 
sessed of that authority, the authority and strength of tragedy, so that, view- 
ing them from the distance that is proper and owing to them, we shall not 
ask at the end “Was that politically useful?”, we shall not ask, “Was that 
something I may helpfully interpret?”, we shall say, “That was true.” 


—William Dickey 
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